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CH2M becomes the first professional service company to receive the 
World Environment Center Gold Medal Award  
 
NOTE TO EDITORS: CH2M’s Jacque Hinman will join World Environment Center President & CEO Terry Yosie for 
a discussion to start the Gold Medal Colloquium at the National Press Club at 9 a.m. ET today, May 20, 2016. 
 

WASHINGTON, DC.:  May 20, 2016—Last night’s presentation of the World Environment Center (WEC) 

Gold Medal Award for International Corporate Achievement in Sustainable Development made CH2M 

the first professional services company to receive that honor in its 32-year history, as well as the first 

since WEC added new criteria to recognize companies that drive sustainability beyond their own 

organizations, across their supply chains. 

Accepting the award, CH2M Chairman and CEO Jacque Hinman shared lessons learned over the firm’s 

70-year history advancing sustainability, observing, “The answers are rarely easy, or quick, when you are 

passionate about sustainable solutions.  But by persevering, and recognizing failings of past 

opportunities we missed, we find new ways to reach more amazing outcomes.” 

“Sometimes it just takes more momentum on our part to implement a good idea in a compelling way,” 

Hinman said. “About 15 years ago, we started working with a global sports and apparel manufacturer to 

reduce operating costs by reducing the use of toxic chemicals and increasing recycling.  A major 

breakthrough came when we examined the wider supply chain implications—so we worked with 300 

small textile vendors in 25 countries to ensure that their individual efforts aligned with what we were 

trying to accomplish. 

“Most would call this a success.  But the big idea was yet to come, and it took a while to leverage what 

we knew.  We are now serving as program manager for the very ambitious Roadmap to Zero Discharge 

Hazardous Chemicals Program, helping 20 of the world’s leading fashion, sports, and outdoor apparel 

brands eliminate hazardous chemicals from their supply chains.  



 

“By 2020, 11 classes of hazardous chemicals will be eliminated from their production processes.  And 

the companies invested in this coalition ultimately will elevate standards across their broader industry.” 

In presenting the award, WEC Gold Medal Jury Chair Kathy Sierra said, “The culture and values 

demonstrated by CH2M distinguish the firm among its peers as a leader advancing sustainability as a 

driving solution to achieve positive change in the industry. These are the reasons that the jury 

unanimously and enthusiastically selected CH2M as the 2016 Gold Medal winner.”  

Gold Medal submissions are evaluated in a global competition with companies in multiple business 

sectors by WEC’s independent Gold Medal Jury, and the award is presented annually to a global 

company that has demonstrated a unique example of sustainability in business practice. Recent 

recipients of the WEC Gold Medal Award are: SC Johnson (2015), Unilever (2013), IBM (2012), Nestlé 

(2011), Wal-Mart Stores (2010), The Coca-Cola Company (2009), and Marks & Spencer (2008).   

About the World Environment Center  

The World Environment Center, headquartered in Washington, D.C., with offices and operations in emerging and developed 
markets, is unique in its direct application of sustainable development strategies and practices to the business operations of 
global companies. WEC creates sustainable business solutions through individual projects in emerging markets; convenes 
leadership roundtables to shape strategic thinking across a range of sustainability topics; and honors industry excellence 
through the annual awarding of its Gold Medal Award. An independent non-profit organization, WEC conducts no advocacy 
activities. For more information, please visit www.wec.org.  
 
About CH2M 

CH2M leads the professional services industry delivering sustainable solutions to clients working on the world’s most 
complex challenges. CH2Mers make a positive difference providing consulting design, engineering and management 
solutions for vital infrastructure and resources serving diverse public- and private-sector clients. With $5.4 billion in revenue 
the firm has offices in 50 countries and four business groups: water; environment and nuclear; transportation; and energy 
and industrial. Known for managing global events such as the Olympic Games, CH2M ranks among Ethisphere’s World’s Most 
Ethical Companies; number-one in environmental consulting and program management by Engineering News-Record; and 
among sustainability leaders by independent analyst Verdantix. CH2M in 2016 was selected to receive the World 
Environment Center’s Gold Medal Award for International Corporate Achievement in Sustainable Development, and in 2015, 
received the Stockholm International Water Institute’s highest Industry Water Award for advancing innovative potable reuse 
technologies. To learn more about the CH2M difference, connect with the firm at www.ch2m.com; 
linkedin.com/company/ch2m; twitter.com/ch2m; facebook.com/ch2mhill; and search for jobs at www.ch2m.com/careers. 
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