
Lacking easy access to water as a child, Kumud Joshi now pays it forward 
 
GIS professional Kumud Joshi grew up in a small town in 
Uttarakhand, a state in northern India, surrounded by the 
splendor of the Himalayas. The state’s nickname is 
the Devbhumi ("Land of the Gods") because of its many 
Hindu temples and pilgrimage centers, but the region still 
lacks basic amenities. Kumud, along with his siblings, had 
to walk 3 to 4 kilometers to fetch drinking water.   
 
“As Colin Powell said ‘A dream doesn't become reality 
through magic; it takes sweat, determination and hard 
work,’ said Kumud. “Wherever I am today I give credit to the people in my personal and professional life 
who helped shape what I am today and inspired me to work harder to achieve my goals.”  
 
As coordinator of our highly successful Water For People campaigns in Delhi and Mumbai, India, Kumud 
was chosen by Water For People as the winner of our Water For People Impact Tour contest. In late 
October, Kumud will join Mark Holland from Detroit, Michigan, and Aleeca Forsberg from Albuquerque, 
New Mexico (a $150+ donor drawn randomly) on an Impact Tour through his own country to witness 
the transformative work Water For People is doing.  
 
Community service is close to Kumud’s heart. “Supporting Water For People gives me extreme pleasure 
and joy and the hope that future generations do not have to face the challenges that I did growing up,” 
said Kumud.  
 

As coordinator of the India Water For 
People campaign and JuMP India 
coordinator, Kumud organized a 
breakfast and lunch sale followed by 
an auction, raising US$450 in a single 
day. This encouraged the smaller 
Mumbai office, which organized a 
similar event. Delhi and Mumbai raised 
over $735, doubling their goals and 
exceeding expectations. More 
important, the events raised 
awareness about Water For People’s 
work, and 60 to 65 percent of 
employees donated to the campaign. 
 
“Even though Water For People works 
in India, it is not well known. As I know 
from personal experience, people in 
rural India struggle for clean, safe 
drinking water,” said Kumud. “I am 
very excited for this tour, as I want to 
see how Water For People is helping 

the community and learn how we can more meaningfully contribute beyond fundraising.” 
 



Water For People began working in India in 1996, with a small pilot project in West Bengal to help 
eliminate naturally occurring arsenic in water supplies. In 2007, Water For People established a full-
fledged country program with an office in Kolkata, and by the end of 2010 had programming in several 
districts in West Bengal. In 2012, Water For People expanded operations to Sheohar in the state of 
Bihar. 
 
“It is an honor and privilege to be a part of such an amazing foundation,” continued Kumud. “I believe 
Water For People is doing an amazing job, and I hope we can continue to support the organization in our 
new company.” 
 
Thank you to all of our great campaign coordinators and the finalists of the Impact Tour contest. In 
addition to India, Water For People recognized these as the best campaigns: Philadelphia (Maggie 
Chase); Jaime Hernandes (San Diego); Kyle Van Dyk (Cincinnati); and Silvia Vlad, Kaytlin Roode, Adrianna 
MacDonald, Sannan Mansoor (Toronto). 
  
For Yammer: 

Kumud would like to convey his gratitude to the people who helped make the India campaigns 
successful. Kanakasabapathy Subramanyan and Vinod Singh encouraged him to take on the coordinator 
role. Hari Prasad, Sonika Vadhera, Karthick Venkatesh and Meenakshi Sapru from Delhi; Gaurav Bhatt 
and his team from Bangalore; and Merlin Miranda from Mumbai enthusiastically supported the 
campaign events; and all his CH2M colleagues, who contributed wholeheartedly.  
 


